
Nga mihi o te tau (Happy New Year), and welcome 

to the fabulous whanau of Kōkako class and a busy 

term ahead.                                                                                

I look forward to meeting my new Kōkako whanau, 

so if you are visiting school please come and       

introduce yourselves when you are able to do so. 

It’s going to be a great year! 

 

DEVELOPING INDEPENDENCE 

As much as we love to help our kids, sometimes by 

doing this we are not enabling them to be           

independent. Please encourage your child to     

practice independence from day one. I understand 

that each child is different and has different 

needs but for most, these are some tasks that we 

can work on to build confidence and independence. 

They will be encouraged to:  

 Carry their own school bags  

 Put their book bag on the mat each morning  

 Hang up their school bag (lunch box stays in the 

bag)  

 Put their footwear on by themselves 

 Leave footwear neatly on the rack 

 Pack it all back up at the end of the day  

 
All our classes at Otakiri are named after NZ native 

birds and we are lucky enough to have Kōkako.  

Kōkako are one of New Zealand’s rarer and most striking 

birds, known for its beautiful birdsong. Once common, 

they are now considered at risk and 

the South Island Kōkako is        

considered to be extinct.                                                

The Kōkako fledglings in this class 

will be encouraged to build positive 

relationships with  others and    

celebrate and build on their unique capabilities. 

 

EATING TIMES                                               

Morning tea 10.50 - 11.00am - 1 or 2 items of their 

lunch box after play time, preferably healthy 

snacks such as fruit, vegetables, crackers, yoghurt 

or a sandwich                                                    

Lunch 12.30 pm - supervised 20 minutes of eating 

time - sandwiches first, then other items in their 

lunchbox 

 

We focus on being LEAD kids at Otakiri - we give 
OUR BEST ALWAYS and we; 

 Learn with Purpose 

 Engage with Kindness 

 Act with Respect and,  

 Dare to Dream 

 

Our main focus in class during the first half of the 
term is developing an understanding of what each 
of these means for us and how we live these      
attributes in class and in the playground. 

 

 

CLASS PROGRAMME 

In Kokako class we start the day with calendar maths and 

statistical investigations. We then move to independent 

activities while I work with individuals and groups for some 

blocks of the day.                                                                     

Play-based learning provides children with authentic and 

meaningful learning opportunities they will enjoy, and  

allows all children to learn at their developmental stage.                                                                   

In Kokako you will see:                                                                

* Different classroom areas such as a making table,       

construction area, science and nature exploration areas 

and literacy and numeracy activities.  

* Literacy and numeracy weaved into investigations in a 

meaningful and authentic way  

* Children exploring their interests and passions  

 



* Explicit teaching of social skills within learning through 

play                                                                                            

Research shows strong links between play and the devel-

opment of memory, self-regulation, oral language, social 

skills and success in school.  

CLASS SEESAW 

The students and I invite you to join our class  

Seesaw – an online learning platform. It’s designed 

to give you an insight into our secret school life, so 

that you can share and chat about our learning 

when we get home.  Codes will come home shortly. 

LIBRARY 

Our library time is on THURSDAY afternoon so 

please support us in remembering to bring our    

library books back to school so we can issue new 

books. We are allowed to have two books at a time 

HOME LEARNING 

Home-school partnerships are so important.          

Together, school and home can support Kōkako kids 

to be successful learners. We need to read every 

night.  

If your child is reluctant to read at home please 

let me know.                                                             

Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

 

HELPERS IN OUR CLASS 

We are appreciative of any help you can provide in 

our class for the Kākāpō learners - listening to a 

child read, helping with art, cooking, or helping at 

our swimming sessions for example. Or if you have 

an interest or passion that you would like to share, 

then we would love to hear from you. Please let us 

know if you are able to help. 

 

OTAKIRI SCHOOL PEPEHA 

Ko Putauaki te maunga 

(Putauaki is the mountain) 

Ko Tarawera te awa 

(Tarawera is the river) 

Ko Mataatua te waka  

(Mataatua is the waka) 

Ko Ngati Awa te iwi 

(Ngati Awa is the tribe) 

Ko Otakiri te whenua 

(Otakiri is the land) 

Ko Iratumoana te tipuna 

(Iratumoana is the ancestor) 

Ko Tarakura te taniwha 

(Tarakura is the taniwha) 

Ko Otakiri te kura 
(Otakiri is the school) 

 
While this is the pepeha we use at school, I would 

appreciate parents/caregivers of those students 

who have a different iwi affiliation, providing us 

with a copy of their pepeha so that we may        

incorporate this into our learning about identity.              

 

Named water bottle; I am encouraging students 

to have their own drink bottle available in class 

each day, especially during this hot first term. We 

need to stay hydrated!  

Hats; A reminder that children must wear a hat   

during breaks and sports activities at school. By 

Week 2 (next week) children need to be wearing a 

school hat (available from the school office) or any 

plain blue hat.  

COMMUNICATION 

 You are welcome to contact me before and after 
school in person 

 You can phone the school office 3048101 and 
leave a message. 

 Contact me by email                                           
sharon@otakiri.school.nz 

 Kokako Seesaw 

 Check out the School App 

 Otakiri School Facebook page 

 

I am very excited to be sharing in your child’s 

learning with them this year.  

Nga Mihi 

Whaea Sharon (Sharon Theobald) 

 


